NSPACE > 


AT" WOK IST ypSWw VAT WSN CLEP EPSNOW LAT 


Editorial ~ 


As the new editor of WOMONSPACE 
NEWS, I “hope to: follew im the tradi-— 
tion of past editors, who worked hard 
to foster a positive self-image and 
sense of community for lesbians in 
the Edmonton area. 

Taking over the job of editor fram 
Lindy Pratch, has been no easy task. 
However, it has made me realize just 
how much she did and | would like to 
thank her for all her efforts, which 
date back to the beginning of the 
News letter. 

The goal of the Newsletter Commit- 
tee is to produce a quality Newsletter 
each month. One that womyn will look 
forward to receiving in the mail or 
picking Up at one of cur distribution 
pOINES: inp the Gity. 

We hope to continue to be "our voice 
in the lesbian community'! and | believe 
as long as there are womyn willing to 
share their experiences as lesbians 
in the Newsletter, we will reach our 
goal. 

Thanks to everyone who submitted 
articles to the WOMONSPACE NEWS in 
1985. We look forward to hearing more 
from you in '86. With the continuing 
he. lp. of Wackieg ss lathe Snip iey. bev 
and Linda (the Newsletter Committee), 
your articles and information of inter- 
est to lesbians will be published. 

in closing, | would just’ ltkerto 
wish all our readers the best of the 
holiday season and a happy and pros- 
perous New Year: 


Deborah 


X'MAS DANCE VOLUNTEERS 
UGENTLY NEEDED 


Womonspace needs volunteers for 
the December dance. If you think 
you could spare an hour or two of 
your time on Saturday, December 21, 
then leave your name and number on 
the phone line: 424-7040, 


A LETTER OF THANKS 
Dear Lindy, 


Womonspace would like to extend 
our appreciation for your involvement 
as typist and editor of the Womonspace 
Newsletter. 

Your volunteer hours have contribu- 
ted greatly to the education of other 
lesbians. By providing a quality news- 
letter you have fulfilled one of our 
goals, maintaining the philosophy of 
Womonspace. 

We hope that you will continue to 
contribute as a volunteer in other 
areas of Womonspace, participating as 
an active member of the Society. 

Thanks again Lindy! 


Respectfully, 


Womonspace Board 


UPCOMING NEWSLETTERS 


At our last Newsletter meeting it 
was decided that in 1986 we will have 
different themes or topics for each 
month's issue of the WOMONSPACE NEWS. 

That does not mean that we won't 
print articles on other subjects. 

All submissions to the Newsletter are 
welcome. The deadline is the 15th 
and articles may be dropped off or 
mat led to WOMONSPACE NEWS, c/o 
Womonspace, 104, 10055 - 110 St., 
Edmonton. 

January's theme will be 'Starting 
Over' or 'New Beginnings! - a good 
topic, we think, for the first month 
of the New Year. Then come February, 
the theme will be 'Coming Out'; an 
important topic for new and old mem- 
bers of the community, any time of 
the year. If you have suggestions 
for the theme of future issues, call 
us at Womonspace, 424-7040. 


ABOUT CHRISTMAS 


Christmas brings out varied responses 
in people, and certainly in the gay/ 
lesbian community. Some of my more 
political feminist friends usually get 
into arguments about Christianity and 
refuse to have much to do with Christ- 


mas, because of the historically patri- 


chal 


| her biological 


archal overtones. 

Others, think it could more effec- 
tively be observed or celebrated by 
getting in touch with the changing 
season, soltice and ancient matriar- 
religious sidés of things. 

For many womyn, especially those in 
couples, or pains, things at Christmas 
come to whether one will go ''home'' to 
family, stay with her 
lover, whether the lover is invited 


_"home'' with her, and the degree to 


1 are concerned. 


| the family. 


Which €1ther or both fs out to the 
family. 

Christmas can bring on painful argu- 
ments in lesbian couples where families 
For womyn who are out 
to their families and comfortable with 
that, it may be a simple situation of 
whether they stay home and make their 
own holiday or whether they go visit 
If womyn aren't out to 
their families it can get much more 
complicated. 

Often one womon goes to her family 
and the lover gets left home alone. 
Some womyn seem to be fine about it; 
others of us, wishing to be acknow- 
ledged and included, find it hard to 
deal with. We can end up being viewed 
as ''the lonely single womon'' who the 
lover's family ''takes in'' over Christ- 
mas . 

There's not much support or ease 
generally for lesbian couples to .re- 
ceive the same acknowledgement and 
social goodies that hetero couples pt 
receive, and it shows up most painfully 
at the times of the year when family 
etuff is) important. 

Then of course, there's the situa- 
tion of womyn who are thousands of 
miles away from their families, who 


don't have the choice to zip off for 


a visit. Or, the womyn who are out 

to their families, but who've been 
rejected and consequently ostracized 
because of the lesbianism. {it can be 
fairly horrid is you like Christmas 
and like your family, but they never 
want to see you or hear from you again. 

Maybe it's time that we in the les- 
bian community do some things for our- 
selves, make our own traditions and 
celebrations; and become more conscious 
of and supportive of our lesktian fam- 
eye 

We use the word ''community'' to des- 
cribe ourselves frequently, and | feel 
there are more ways to act on that 
sense of community than we are so far 
doing. Why don't we make an effort 
this Christmas, in our various net- 
works and circles of friends, to have 
a lesbian Christmas together, in what- 
ever way that might mean. There are 
too many of us getting up alone on 
Christmas morning and feeling lonely 
Or (prssedcofir. ete. 

Maybe some womyn might have solstice 
get togethers; or those of us who cele- 
brate Christmas would have Christmas 
dinner togethe-; or if Christmas Eve 
is your beg time, do that; or have 
some friends sleep over Christmas 
Eve so you have people you like to 
get up with on Christmas morning. 

The possibilities are endless. Let's 
think about it and get some of our 
own good stuff going. 

Jude Major 


(Edi torlcenotes sitishartucle: has been 
reprinted from the Dec./84 Newsletter. 
We thought it was so good, it deserved 
a second look or first look from our 
new members!) 


dignily 
A support community for lesbian and gay 
Catholics and their friends. We provide 
spiritual involvement, education, social 
involvement and are active in feminist 
issues. For info. phone 482 6845 or write 
P 0 Box 53, Edmonton T5J 269 


HIGHLIGHTS OF THE OCTOBER 
GENERAL MEETING 


* Presentation of our new Board; 

* Reports were received from the 
Newsletter and GALA Committees; 

* GALA (Gay and Lesbian Awareness) 
Week 1985, seems to have been a suc- 
cess. Some concerns were vocalized 
regarding our lack of visibility to 
the general population during that 
week (and throughout the year!). 

INPUT from our MEMBERSHIP is required 
on two items: 

(a) It was suggested we invite 
female aldermen to our activities 
(a dance first) to make them more aware 
of our great numbers, diversity and 
concerns. Is this a good idea? 

(b) Womonspace might be willing to 
(co)-sponsor a concert again during 
GALA Week. Which female singer would 
be most appreciated? 

**Suggestions and opinions may be 
phoned=in, Sent TOnOUr Of rice, 1O.beexK— 
pressed verbally at our next general 
meeting. 

* Dance Business: After a finan- 
cial flop in August, we had an extreme- 
ly successful dance in September. De- 
cember's dance will have a Christmas 
theme. Keep your eyes and ears open 
for more information. 

* Election for P.R. Director: This 
position had not been fil ted atthe 
annual general meeting. Jude M. was 
nominated and elected by acclamation. 

* Agnes McPhail Fund Drive: A let- 
ter was received from the NDP asking 
for donations to build up this fund. 
This money is used to help womyn can- 
didates to run for office in provin- 
cial and federal elections. Jeanne R. 
volunteered to collect donations on 
behalf of members of our community and 
send in the money to tne NDP. 


Agathe G. 


TO: THE WEE MOUSE 


'N wee mouse in the corner at Womon- 
space’ Gecently deriva delightful little 
book filled with words of encouragement, 
oictures and stickers of every discrips 
tion. 

Though some claim to have seen you, 
the mystery of your where-abouts is a 
thrill and we just want you to know 
that your card was timed excellently. 

Thanks for the encouragement and 
support. Oh, and here's some cheese: 


Elaine K. 


JOCK TALK 


Yes, the rumors are true. The 
Edmonton Roughnecks first annual vol- 
leyball tournament and social was an 
excellent time: 

Our first all-gay womyn's team 
took on the challenge of six gay men's 
teams. Even though they only won one 
game, the team put up a great fight 
and showed the men's teams what enthu- 
siasm is all about. Their win-loss 
record does not show anything in terms 
of the team's playing ability. 

The Edmonton Roughnecks men's ‘A! 
team qualified for the final against 
Vancouver. Unfortunately, the had 
to settle for the siver medal, but 
come the Western Cup in Calgary, March 
8th and 9th, 1986, the men's 'A' team 
will be more than ready to challenge 
for the gold again. 

Anyways, if you did not make it to 
this year's volleyball tournament oF 
the social at Riverdale Hall, just 
mark November's long weekend (1986) 
on your calendar as booked now, and 
we'll se you there: 


Cheryl S. 


WOMONSPACE 
membership application 


Womonspace is a non-profit, social, recreational and educational resource group for 
the lesbian community of Edmonton and surrounding areas. As a self supporting 
organization, Womonspace is run by its volunteer members. Womonspace provides an 
Opportunity to attend monthly dances, weekly drop-ins, and other lesbian activities. 
Members must be female, 18 years of age or more, and must pay the membership fee 
annually. All information that you entrust to Womonspace will be held in the strictest 
of confidence. 


Name: Phone: 
Address: 
Postal Code: Are you over the age of 18 years? 


I wish to apply for: (check one) 

C) Active Membership 
Active members are required to do 12 hours of volunteer work per year. 
These members have the right to one vote at any general or annual meeting, 


after having attended one general meeting. *Attending board and general 
meetings does not constitute volunteer services. 


1) Outreach Membership 


Outreach members waive the right to vote. This membership is geared to 
facilitate those women who would find it difficult to be active members and 
are unable to volunteer the 12 hours/year. 


ALL MEMBERS will receive the monthly newletter, and will qualify for reduced rates 
at specified activities. All members may receive minutes of meetings upon request. 


0 Enclosed is my $10.00 registration fee. 


(J I wish to apply to the Womonspace Board to waive the $10.00 fee due to financial 
circumstances. 


I understand that as a member of Womonspace, I am responsible for following the 
policies of the Womonspace Constitution, and declare that the above information, to 
the best of my knowledge is correct. 


Signed — 
Date 


Information regarding the Constitution is available from Womonspace, or from any 
board member. 


Please complete reverse side... 


What are your interests, hobbies, skills, and/or talents? 


What activities would you like to see Womonspace involved in? 


If you are applying for an Active membership, is there any specific area in which 
you would like to volunteer? 


ee Dances 

Pee rop in 

___ Activities Committee 
___ Newsletter Committee 
___P.R. Directions Committee 


Please place me where I am needed the most. 


If paying by cheque, make payable toWOMONSPACE and mail applications to: 


WOMONSPACE 
10055 - 110 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
hotels 


en, 


This month a look at two children's 
albums by Heather Bishop - 'Purple 
People Eater' and 'Bellybutton'. 

‘Purple People Eater', released 
just in time for Christmas, Hanuka, 
Solstice or anything else you may be 
celebrating, is a pleasant record, 
though it's lacking the spirit found 
in other Bishop recordings. 

The title cut, a Sheb Wooley clas- 
sic, features Tracey Riley doing what 
may go down in history as Purple's 
fimest volec. 9 This: fs, in faetssione 
of two cuts on the album my seven year 
old requests on a regular basis. 

Another favorite (mine this time) 
is 'Oh No Bo', an upbeat, catchy tune 
about a dog...named Bo, co-written by 
Heather and Debbie Romeyn. And no 
Bishop album is complete without a 
blues song... : 

'Sugar Blues', penned by Heather, 
is a solid driving piece featuring 
Dave Maclean on a National Steel. No 
woman this side of the border can belt 
out the blues like Heather Bishop! 

This album is rounded out with old 
standards like 'Ghost Riders In The 
ky' and beautifully ended with 'Al- 
ways A Mission', written by the multi- 
talented Dan Donahue, who is also 
Heather's producer. 

An all-Canadian cast of musicians 
and vocalists, from Connie Kaldor to 
Dave Maclean and Tracey Riley, make 
horva=tight ~ albeit sometimes predic- 
table backup. 

The cover artwork is by Lynn (For 
Better Or Worse) Johnson and is con- 
sistent with the type of work she's 
done for the covers of other children's 
albums - not too brightly coloured, 
but very imaginative. | would recom- 
mend this album for children aged 
eight and over. 

'Bellybutton', released in 1982, 
is one of my all time favorite chil- 
dren's albums - upbeat, bouncing, 
fun and full of surprises, due to the 


songwriting talents of Connie Kaldor. 
songs like 'He's My Brother-= She's 
My Sister', 'From The Seed In The 
Ground', 'Bellybutton' and 'If You 
Love A Hippopotamus', all penned by 
Kaldor, are destined to become chi1- 
dren's classes; 

This album also contains my favor- 
ite verstoniof 7 Long Tall, Texan’, a 
tune by Tom 71: Hall, “The Barn Dance" 
and songs by Chris Williamson and 
Ferron 

'Bellybutton' in an album for the 
entire family. You get the feeling 
while listening that the artists had 
as much fun recording the album as 
you have listening to it over and 
over again. I recommend this record 
for children aged three and up. 

UPDATE: A few months ago | reviewed 
an album by the Robin Flower Band, ti- 
tled “First Dibs” on the Flying Fish 
label. This album just won the best 
album in the string band jazz category, 
from The National Association of Inde- 
pendent Record Producers (NAIRD), at 
a ceremony in Philadelphia. 

This makes Robin the first lesbian 
to win an award from NAIRD and the 
first woman bandleader to win an award 
in a jazZ category. Congratulations, 
Robin! 


Lynne Weeds 


Gtoroscopes 


Recognize and realize your inner 
potential! Accurate, reliable birth 
charts calculated and interpreted at 
reasonable cost. 


Call Linda at 963-6710 


WOMONSPACE 


2nd Annual New Year's Eve 
Dinner and Dance 


THE FORUM MOTOR INN  8p.m.-1:30a.m. 


DOORS OPEN — 7:30 p.m. 
BUEPER — 8:30 p.m. 


$2500 per person 


“Looking Forward, 
Reaching Back” 
Women’s Archives 
In Canada Project 


The Canadian Women’s 
Movement Archives has 
been collecting material 
on the women’s movement 
in Canada since 1977. The 
bulk of archival material, though is being saved by 
individuals and women’s groups across the country. 


During the next year, the CWMA will be 
researching and compiling a directory of Women’s 
Archival Collections in Canada. A collective member 
will be travelling across the country to meet with 


GATE 


GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUALITY 


Wednesday nights are womyn's night individuals and women’s groups, 
at the Gay Alliance Towards Equality If you or your organization have any 
Office. Drop-in ati l04— 101L/3 — 104 material on the women’s movement in Canada, 
St. between 7 and 10 p.m. or call please contact the CWMA. Help ensure that our 
424-8361. Counsellors on duty are history is saved. 
Maureen, Anne, Betty, Deb (Thursday) 
and Claire (Sunday). GATE has a good Canadian Women’s Movement Archives 


library. P.O. Box 928, Stn P, Toronto, Ont. M4T 2P1 (416) 597-8865 


CANADIAN CHARTER 
OF RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 


On May 29th, 1985 Jeanne Rioux, 
Jude Major and Kathryn D. presented 
a brief on behalf of Womonspace to 
The Parlimentary Committee On Equality 
Rights. This committee was set up by 
the current Federal Government, to 
study several areas of discrimination 
that they felt should be discussed, as 
they relate to Section 15 of the Cana- 
dian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
One of the issues was whether Canadians 
should be discriminated against on the 
basis of sexual orientation. 

The brief was the result of discus- 
sions that occurred in the short-lived 
Womonspace Civil Rights Committee and 
tie PR Directions Committee. About 
eight women produced ideas and an out- 
line for the brief which was written 
in a restaurant by Jude, Donna R. and 
Jeanne. Donna typed and reproduced 
the paper and it was presented by 
Jeanne to the Committee on May 29th. 

hes brrer was: tiv fact brief, but 
after its presentation we were able 
fomopend the rest of the fifteen min- 
utes that we were allotted, in answer- 
ing questions and discussion. Al] 
unree of US had the opportunity to 
respond. They seemed particularily 
interested in Lesbian mothers and 
how children were affected by the dis- 
crimination. They were also somewhat 
Surprised and curious about the inequa- 
lpety we suffer-in the areas of taxa- 
tion, wills and other legal arrange- 
ments. 

As you probably already know, the 
Committee on Equality Rights made their 
recommendations to the goveriument late 
Dievstoverranrdsthey did, “it kact, “recom- 
mend that sexual orientation be inclu- 
ded in the Charter. The recommendations 
of this committee will now be mulled 
over in the Federal Government and it 
will be their decision as to whether 
or not they will be included and made 
law. 

Perhaps we could add some support 
to the recommendation(s) by sending 


letters to our Federal MPs. Remember, 
these letters do not require stamps 
while parliament is in session. 


Jeanne Rioux 


(Editor's Note: Next month's issue 
of WOMONSPACE NEWS will contain the 
brief that Jeanne presented to the 
Committee.) 


Shaslo Weebonad 


a8} Carthwood Crafts 


FINE FURNITURE REFINISHING 
4260 - 93 ST.. EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


Business 461-2207 
Residence 436-7456 


AUDREY LILGE 


ACTION BULLETIN ACTION 


1985 is the end of the Decade for 
Women around the world. In Canada, 
Campaign Life and other anti-choice 
groups are asking the Federal Govern- 
ment to celebrate the end of the de- 
cade by disbanding the Women's Program 
at secretary of State. 

The Women's Program at Secretary of 
State was established in 19/73 to fund 
groups working for the equality of 
women. It provides financial support 
(13 million dollars in 1985) to volun- 
tary status of women groups at the 
national, regional and community level 

[t's Up to US, @5 Organizations and 
as individuals, to let the government 
know that we think that tax dollars 
spent on promoting equality are tax 
dollars well spent. EQUALITY COSTS. 
INEQUALITY COSTS MORE. 

We urge you to write the Prime 
Minister in support of the Women's 
Program or phone your M.P."s consti - 
tuency office as soon as possible. 


NOVEMBER 


DANCE VOLUNTEERS 


Womonspace would like to extend its 
thanks to all the womyn who helped 


put on the November dance. 
this dance would not have been 
The participants were: 


you, 
possible. 
Co-Ordinators: Dance - Agathe G. 
Food) “— Janet C. 
Bar —mGail li oe 


Ticket- Karen H. 


Van Rental, Liquor/Pop Pick-up: 
Louise G. 


Pop-Table: Elaine K. 


* To those of you 
been forgotten, but 
at the last minute, 


BROADEN OUR AWARENESS 


WOMONSPACE has started a file on 
newspaper clippings relating to Lesbian 
issues. We would like your involve- 
ment by saving and sending them to us. 
Try to remember to put the date and 
name of the newspaper, newsletter or 
magazine on all the clippings. 


Elaine K. 
Secretary 


T-SHIRTS NOW AVATLABLE 


At all future dances and the Womon- 
space office, T-shirts with our very 
own name and trade mark will be avail- 
able for ONLY $10.00 each in a variety 
of sizes and colors. GET THEM WHILE 
THEYRE HOT! 


RECREATION VOLLEYBALL 


Every Sunday (except on long week- 
ends) the gym at Oliver School on 117 
Street and 102 Avenue is open for gay 
and lesbian co-ed volleyball, from 


to, 3730 <p. ae OnLDe che: uns 


Without 


Bar Tickets: 
Pee eiincia 


Door Tickets: Karen H., Kay, Lynn M., 
Cindy, Shane, Mickey 


Cheryl, Si. 


Cindy, Elaine K., Teresa 


SeCUiG It Ve , Juliette 

Food Preparation/Set-Up: 
Agathe G., Shelley | 
Gannliss 


Deb T., 
~9 O01 tLe YouNeg 


© 


whose names have 
who volunteered 
a special thanks. 


LESBIAN DROP-IN 


Every Thursday is drop-in night, 
from 7 - 9 p.m. at Womonspace. We are 
located in the Womyn's Building at 
10055 - 110 Street. All womyn are 
welcome. 

The third Thursday of each month 
is designated LESBIAN TALK NIGHT. 

At our regular drop-in, issues or 
lesbian/feminism are discussed or 

any other subject of interest to 
lesbians. Bring your ideas, articles 
and suggestions for topics to our next 
Talk Night. 


THE VANCOUVER LESBIAN CENTRE 


It was brought to our attention at 
the last General Meeting, by Janet C., 
that Vancouver now has its very own 
Lesbian Centre, located at 846 Commer- 
cial Drive. 

There are regular drop-ins on Monday 
(Gazebo sponsored) , Thursday (Lesbian 
Information Line sponsored) and Friday 
(Lesbian Connection sponsored), from 
7-305 toos = 300 one 


Activities ~ 


BOARD MEETING 


FILM NIGHTS 


AT EVERY WOMEN! 
The next meeting of the Womonspace M S PLACE | 


Board will be held on Tuesday, Decem- , In December, the theme for film 
Deir Sirel ane iene Womyn's Building alt nights ise Women and the Family. All ( 
Pasar Films*are free and Start at 7230 5m: 


snatpat Bowie. 9926 3 112 St. { 


; ; 4 WEDNESDAY, Dec. 4 - Laurette: A young 
General meetings are held on the women, recently separated, learns to 

second Tuesday of every month at the cope with her new way of life. Also 

Womyn's Building (10055 - 110 Street) The Way It Is: A twelve year old ani 

at 7:30 p.m. The next one is on must cope with her parent's divorce. 


December 10th. Everyone is welcome. 
WEDNESDAY, Dec. 11 > They Appreciate 
NEWSLETTER MEETING You More, It's Not Enough, Mothers ( 


GENERAL MEETING 


: : Are Peoples Three films dealing with 
The next newsletter meeting wil] ER CUD TODITEM On hen rexc arin h 
be held on Friday, December 13th at P rane ae OY see AL | 


work outside of the home. 


the Womyn's Building. Everyone is 


welcome! WEDNESDAY, Dec. 18 - Dad's ‘suse, Mom's 
House: Looks at the idea of ''joint cus- 


SSeS o 2 = aes 

CATE'S ANNUAL tody cin which beth parents participate 
in jajor decisions affecting their 

CHRISTMAS DANCE child's heelth, education and welfare. 


WHERE? BONNIE DOON COMMUNITY HALL BOXING DAY 
WHEN? DECEMBER 7TH, 1985 WINE AND CHEESE 
TIME? Se 00UP.M.8 = 1500 5AM. Pee Reale Pa ote, CoB Tey: 


a 


SANTA, ELVES AND ''THE BLUE FAIRY'! 7 p.m. 


Witt BE ONSATTENDANCE> tc... HOT LOO pre 1 Omsa: { 
BUFFET AND BAR SERVICE!!! 
MEMBERS: $5.00 x Bring your own beverages and Womon- 
space will supply all the cheese and | 
NON-MEMBERS: $7.00 crackers you can eat! December 26th. 


PLEASE NOTE: : 
Articles published in Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of 


Womonspace. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS is published monthly by Womonspace Social and Recreational society of 
Edmonton. Womonspace is a non-profit, social, recreational and educational organization for 


lesbians in edmonton. Mailing address: "WOMONSPACE NEWS" 
10055 -1 10 Street 


en - =dimonton, erta 
© 424-7040 sialon 


WOMONSPACE 


Adm.- Members $5 
Non— $6 


HIGHLANDS HALL~ 
11333 Ge ST. 


Spm to 1:30am 


Contributionsby: Jude Majors, Lyane 
Weeds, Elaine K., 
Agathe G., Jeanne R., 


Chery! S. 
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